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“Flux” describes something that constantly changes. In 
ceramic terms, fluxes lower the melting point and result in the 
movement of the clay and glazes.

Toronto Potters 21st Biennial Juried Exhibition, “Flux,” 
showcases the journeys of twenty-one ceramists through 
twenty-four pieces that represent their explorations and 
experimentations with ceramic art. 

Toronto Potters is an Association of clay makers, enthusiasts, 
and collectors. Over the past 41 years, this volunteer-run, non-
profit organization has moved ceramics forward through 20 
biennial  exhibitions. Many members of this diverse community 
of ceramists came to Canada from different parts of the world, 
and their varied cultural and personal experiences are reflected 
in  the works presented in the exhibition.

torontopotters.com
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My work draws attention to the erosion and frailty of  
both humans and the earth and the necessity of our  
interdependence for survival. Inspired by vast ocean  
and desert landscapes that are compromised by human  
activity, my vessels suggest disintegration, shedding and 
falling away. Imperfections foster restoration and renewal, 
and nurture something beyond ourselves and our material 
lives. 

About the Artist 
Alison Brannen is a Toronto ceramic artist, educator, and sailor. Her large saggar 
fired vessels have been exhibited at the Gardiner Museum, Art Gallery of Burlington, 
Clay and Glass Gallery in Waterloo, Oeno Gallery and Todmorden Gallery. She has 
served on ceramic juries, presented workshops to guilds throughout Ontario and won 
several ceramic awards. Alison is represented by Gagne Contemporary Toronto/New 
York. She taught ceramics at Rosedale Heights School of the Arts and printmaking at 
University of Toronto Scarborough Campus. She has an M.A. University of New  
Mexico, Albuquerque, B.F.A. York University and B.Ed. University of Toronto. 

Alison Brannen
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The foundation of my current work is a sculptural non-functional vase  
form. Architectural elements including fragmented staircases, metal-like 
containers, rope, and book forms, are attached to and growing out of the 
form. The juxtaposition of these elements with the body below the 
vessel’s neck represents the instability of the materially constructed 
world and emotional isolation. The attempt is to create a dialogue 
between material and meaning. Part of my inspiration is rooted in the 
poetry of Paul Celan: “...my living shadow who climbed up the delusion-
stairs...” 

About the Artist 
In 1983, Alix Davis graduated from the Ontario College of Art and  
Design with a diploma that concentrated on Painting. After  
graduating, she exhibited artwork in various group shows, while 
making props and doing set dressing for fringe theatre 
productions, experimental film, and commercials. In 2011, she 
graduated from the Sheridan College - Ceramics Programme and 
won the Gardiner  Award for Graduating Student for that year. 
Davis has been working independently since that time. 

Alix Davis
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I’ve been interested in water lately and the vessels that hold water. I’m just starting to 
look at various ancient cultures, each having their own version of water vessels. I’ve 
been enamoured by the very pregnant Askos Vessels that I saw at the ROM some time 
ago and have now started making my own versions of them. I’d like to continue looking  
at these vessels and others and how we carry or consider our water. I believe that our 
water sources, of which we in Canada have an abundance, may become endangered if 
we do not protect or consider them. I have trouble understanding the use of plastic 
water bottles in our society and so I’ve chosen to look at more sustainable beautiful 
and practical versions of water vessels. 

About the Artist 
Andrea Poorter became interested in clay by taking a 
weekly wheel throwing course in Toronto and looked 
forward to that class. After taking a few sessions, 
she was introduced to the Sheridan College Ceramics 
studio and promptly enrolled. Andrea jumped in with 
both feet and completely enjoyed the entire 3 years of 
the programme, becoming especially enamoured with 
the atmospheric firing methods. Andrea graduated in 
2013 and has since worked out of the Mississauga 
Potters’ Guild facility. 

Andrea Poorter
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Throughout my life, the hands-on process has intrigued me. I designed my own successful line of clothing 
for two decades. My passion for working with my hands now finds its expression in clay. The art and craft 
of shaping wet clay into beautiful pieces demands that same attention to design, line, colour, surface, and 
detail as clothing design. I am fascinated with process, shape, colour, and texture drawing inspiration 
from the world that surrounds me, both the natural and the architectural. Since graduating from Sheridan  
College in 2010, I have worked to set up my studio in Jackson Point, Ontario and have developed a variety 
of functional pots through wide-ranging techniques to build forms. I find the challenge of surface and 
glazing exciting and the possibilities endless. The majority of my work is porcelain with sprayed glazes, 
fired in oxidation to cone 9. On occasion, I fire using wood or gas.  I am a strong believer in pottery that 
celebrates daily life - serving, receiving and the sharing of food and drink. I enjoy creating groupings of 
vessels, both functional and sculptural, that create a dialogue. 

“A craftsman becomes an artist when he starts innovating. Experimenters blur the edges between craft 
and art; who can say if that is a pot or a sculpture”.

NP: Crafty Artist Exhibits: Frank Ross

About the Artist 
After twenty years of designing and  
manufacturing in the garment industry, 
while raising three children, clay became 
an active hobby for Barbara Banfield over a 
10-year period. She took countless hours of 
lessons, participated in student shows and 
sales, and spent many summers enrolled 
at the Haliburton School for the Arts. This 
passion of working with clay took her to 
Sheridan College, where she graduated 
with honors in 2010. Since this time, she 
has continued the path of building a studio, 
making objects and selling her work.

Barbara Banfield
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“What we are doing to the forests of the world is but a mirror reflection of what we are doing to 
ourselves and to one another.” 
― Chris Maser, Forest Primeval: The Natural History of an Ancient Forest

I used to take my kids camping every summer. Coming from the country, I wanted them to have an 
understanding of the natural earth that you don’t get living in a city. I wanted to teach them respect 
for all life, to tread gently, observe details of the world around them, learn stillness, self-reliance, 
have no fear of their environment, and be grounded. I believe this is a prerequisite to understanding 
the stewardship of our world. I am very interested in representing its beauty in clay. I continue to 
explore the natural world in this series with plants, trees, rocks and waterfalls. I choose to represent 
the natural state of land with vibrancy and colour. 

About the Artist 
Brenda Nieves is a sculptor, artist, 
and ceramist living in the Junction in 
Toronto. She spent many years as a 
Fashion designer and director before 
turning her hands to clay. A choice  
to reduce the amount of travel  
commitment in order to spend more 
time with family lead her to seek  
new outlets for her creative needs. 
Touching clay was the genesis for her 
next steps. 

Brenda Nieves
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I love making well-designed, well-crafted pottery; it is important to me that 
each piece complements or augments the thing (food, drink, flowers, etc.) that 
it’s meant to contain. Because porcelain fires very hard, my delicate functional 
ware is also very durable.

In my sculptural pieces, I often combine found objects with ceramic ones that I  
have made. By juxtaposing certain elements, I want to nudge people a little;  
to perhaps get them to rethink Truth and Beauty; above all to find something in 
my work with which they can identify, or at least be amused. It inspires me that 
I can reach others through something that I make out of clay in my studio.

About the Artist 
Carolynn Bloomer studied Fine Art at John Abbott College in 
the Montreal area, then attended Ontario College of Art (now 
OCADU) to focus on design and materials techniques related 
particularly to ceramics. She maintains a studio in Toronto, 
conducts workshops, and teaches pottery and art to children 
and adults.

Carolynn’s work is in the collection of Scotiabank, and has 
been purchased by Foreign Affairs and International Trade 
Canada. Corporate commissions include Estée Lauder  
Canada. One of her pieces is reproduced in the book Great 
Soup, Empty Bowls, produced by the Gardiner Museum. Her 
work is carried at select galleries and shops.

Carolynn Bloomer
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I’m addicted to clay as a material. I love to design 
and am constantly looking for elegance in forms 
while exploring balance, texture and new surfaces. 
I’m inspired by the natural world as well as by my 
urban surroundings. I have fun playing with 
patterns and geometry. 

About the Artist 
Célia Zveibil Brandão is a ceramic artist and educator. Originally from Sao Paulo, Brazil she has 
been living and working in Toronto since 1990. She graduated from Mackenzie University in São 
Paulo and has an extensive background in commercial Graphic Design. Brandão has been creating 
functional and sculptural forms for the past thirty-five years. Known for her wood-fired pieces, 
Brandão incorporates a variety of techniques into her work. In addition to teaching at other studios, 
she has managed the Ceramic Studio at the Miles Nadal Jewish Community Centre since 1995. 
Winner of multiple design awards, Brandão is published in three 500 series Lark Book publications 
and several International Ceramic Magazines. She has exhibited internationally in Canada, the US, 
and her native Brazil. 

Célia Zveibil Brandão 
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I work primarily in porcelain, but enjoy experimenting with a range  
of different clay bodies using both throwing and hand building  
techniques. The outside of my pieces, often left unglazed, evoke the 
tactile texture of natural clay. My porcelain work is decorated with  
a fluid simplicity, using a soft palette of coloured clays and slips. 

About the Artist 
Gwen Friedman was raised in Zimbabwe in southern Africa and developed 
an early appreciation for earthy, African vessels, designed for daily use. 
Trained at the Kim Sacks School of Ceramics in Johannesburg, South Africa, 
this aesthetic strongly influences her work, expressed through subtle, 
natural hues, and surfaces of unglazed ‘naked’ clay. Continuing her studies 
through ceramics courses in Toronto, Friedman works from her downtown 
Toronto studio producing minimalist ceramic art that balances form and 
function.

Gwen Friedman
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My studio practice engages issues of race, identity, and belonging. I 
explore notions of archive and ancestry, migration and memory, as well 
as disease and healing. Through abstract portraiture, I capture self, an 
individual, a culture, or society. Both the works in Flux, Body Imaged 
and Boxed In, are abstract representations of self – expressions of 
living with and through invisible disability and chronic illness. 

About the Artist 
Heidi McKenzie is a Toronto-based ceramic sculptor and installation  
artist. She began her journey with clay at mid-life when she discovered  
her true calling to work in clay. In 2009 she undertook a 3-month  
apprenticeship in India, subsequent Craft Diploma at Sheridan  
College (2012) and MFA at OCADU (2014). Heidi exhibits and is  
collected internationally. 

Heidi McKenzie
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Solving creative problems and making artistic adaptations of my ideas in clay allows me to process my 
part in the cycle of life.  Up to now, my life’s purpose has been nurturing children, whether my own, or 
students in my care. It is equally important for me to create a safe haven for them all to spread their 
wings as they test their strengths and challenge their weaknesses. As I embark on retirement with adult 
children in my nest, who are processing life on-hold during this pandemic, and reflect on 30 years of 
mentoring, I am now the one to take flight. This sculpture reflects the roles I have played in motherhood 
and education but also as a woman - it contains all my hopes and dreams and calls me to follow the 
next steps in my life’s journey. 

In this work, I have used simple geometric motifs to create forms whether as the nurturing vessel or its 
numerous progenies.  Each small form was created while considering the interplay between positive 
and negative spaces and its ultimate concave and convex form. The vessel’s physical density, mass, and 
rootedness contrast with its concepts of expansion, volume and potential growth.

About the Artist 
Jacquie Blondin is a ceramic artist 
and arts educator. She studied Art & 
Art History at McMaster University 
with a focus in Drawing and Sculpture. 
Her current work explores the nuance 
of the human condition. She dedicates 
her time to learning, practicing, and 
producing repeat patterns in  
functional tableware and luxury  
ceramic sculpture. She lives and 
works in Mississauga, ON.

Jacquie Blondin
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My work is predominantly non-functional ceramic sculpture. I 
am inspired by nature, plants and landforms, and was first 
drawn to the human form through ancient art and goddess 
sculptures of Old Europe. Presently, I am incorporating the 
human form in constructions, as it relates to the present human 
dilemmas. 

About the Artist 
Judith Morsink-Kashtan was born in Montreal and has resided in  
Toronto and Windsor. Judith received an Honours BFA from the University 
of Windsor in printmaking and sculpture. She has exhibited in solo and 
group exhibitions in Ontario and participated in the 2012 International  
Contemporary Ceramic Art Exhibition at  Jingdezhen, China. In 2018 she 
received the Gardiner Award at the Toronto Potters Biennial Exhibition.

Judith Morsink
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My work is driven by the desire to make a mark on some unblemished  
surface like a freshly painted wall, or to walk through a just poured concrete 
sidewalk. I hope my work reminds the viewer of his or her own innate desire 
to touch and mark something. 

About the Artist 
K.J. Ross Ceramics believes the meaning of beautiful  
ceramic objects resides in the making process. Using simple 
forms in her creations allows for accessibility and familiarity.  
K.J. Ross is a graduate of Sheridan College and lives in 
Oakville, Ontario. 

Kim Ross
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My ceramics blend both functional and sculptural elements. 
With a background in drawing and painting, my process in the 
studio involves ongoing surface and material exploration with 
colour and texture to activate simple or experimental forms. 

About the Artist 
Lindsay Gravelle is a Toronto-based artist and arts educator interested in 
community work with clay. She studied drawing and painting at The University 
of Western Ontario, ceramics at Sheridan College, and adult education and 
community development at OISE. Her focus is on collaborative making and 
teaching, and building interdisciplinary community arts projects that incorporate 
clay work with things like printmaking, painting, gardening, or cooking. 

Lindsay Gravelle
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Abundance is an  
exploration looking at 
vessel, as a concept, that 
looks beyond function.

About the Artist 
Toronto based artist Mary McKenzie received a BFA from University of Alberta. She graduated from the Sheridan College 
Ceramics  Program in 2010 and, among her other awards at Sheridan, she received the 2010 Gardiner Museum Award. In 2013, 
she participated in Boxed-in at the Rooms, Newfoundland Provincial Gallery; Hot Mud: Emerging Canadian Ceramic Artists at 
Burlington Art Centre; as well as War: Light Within/After Darkness at the Canadian Clay and Glass Gallery in Waterloo. For her 
installation in Waterloo, she received an Ontario Arts Council Exhibition Assistance Grant. In 2014, she had two solo exhibitions 
in Toronto: Living Room at Earl Selkirk Gallery and Concave: Drawings at David Kaye Gallery. McKenzie has been recognized with 
awards at the Toronto Potters Biennial (2014, 2016, 2018); Mississauga Potters Biennials (2016, 2018); and ‘Best In Clay’ at 
Fusion’s 2018 Clay and Glass Show. In 2020 she received ‘Anne Sneath Best in Show’ at the Hamilton Potters Biennial. McKenzie 
received an Ontario Art Council Grant enabling her to attend a Ceramic Residency in Kecskemet, Hungary in 2017. That same 
year, along with 14 others from across Canada, she was selected to participate in Anton Reijnders: Professional Workshop at the 
Art Gallery of Burlington. In 2019, along with two other artists, she participated in Vessel Elaborations at Craft Ontario’s CO 
Space. 

Mary McKenzie
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My work is inspired by the sensuous and spiritual aspects of nature and 
humanity’s close relationship to it. In creating sculptures, I examine 
seeds, plants, and fragments of the bodies of animals, and refer to the 
ceremonial objects used in the rituals of various cultures. 
Juxtapositions of form, texture, and colour create a universal language 
suggesting  different emotional states and dream-like, poetic messages 
from a  subconscious level. 

About the Artist 
Miguel Deras Zapata was born in Durango, Mexico. He completed his  
B.A. in Visual Arts at the University of Nuevo Leon in Monterrey, Mexico  
and also studied at the Instituto de Bellas Artes in San Miguel de Allende, 
Mexico. Miguel has exhibited his work in Mexico, Canada, and Spain, 
among other  countries. He has received several awards, most notably 
First Place at the 2011 31st CICA International Ceramic Competition in 
L’Alcora, Spain. 

Miguel Deras Zapata
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There’s something satisfying about rolling out clay; a lump of earth 
becomes a layer of possibility, yielding to the whim of the hand. 
It’s pretty neat how the mud beneath our own feet can be art and 
inspiration waiting to happen.

About the Artist 
Monika Minnis is a multimedia visual artist whose desire to move into 
dimensions beyond paper and canvas resulted in a custom line of illustrated 
sgraffito (“to scratch” in Italian) pottery. Featuring unique handbuilt designs 
that keep growing in both sculptural elements and size, Monika has been 
working with clay for the past 15 years with a special interest in indigenous 
materials and the art of sustainability. Harvesting, processing, and using 
local clay from  surrounding regions continues to be a focus of her studio and 
classrooms.

Monika Minnis
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My love of clay and the seemingly infinite possibilities and challenges it provides continually pulls 
me along my journey as an artist and creator. The core of my work is formed around exploring  
functional items and their ability to connect to the user both on a tactile and an emotional level. 
Working with porcelain, I form my work on the potters’ wheel as well as through hand building 
with slabs and coils of clay. I use a combination of surface decoration techniques ranging from 
hand painted and carved designs to the use of vintage commercial decals. I fire my pieces  
multiple times in an electric kiln and carefully build up the layers of design, texture, and colour 
until it is ready to go out into the world. 

As I continue to grow and produce as a ceramic artist, I am now starting to use sculptural forms 
to communicate deeper narratives that would be lost on a two-dimensional surface. The long, 
rich and constantly evolving art of ceramics and surface decoration techniques provides 
constant  inspiration and guidance to me as an artist. Sharing my visions and creations with 
people and  having a connection to them through my work is my continuing mission as a ‘Maker 
of Things’. 

About the Artist 
Natalie Waddell is a Toronto based ceramic 
artist. A student of the Sheridan College Ceramic 
Craft and Design program (23) she has  
continued her studies by attending workshops 
lead by local and international ceramic artists 
and educators. Since establishing her studio 
practice, Natalie has continually explored and  
developed new bodies of functional and 
sculptural  work, as well as teaching classes and 
workshops.  A former member of Akin Collective, 
she is an active member of the Toronto Potters  
Association, the Potters Guild of Hamilton and 
Region, FUSION: Ontario Clay and Glass  
Association, and NCECA - the National Council on 
Education for the Ceramic Arts and Craft Ontario.

Natalie Waddell
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Nature informs my explorations in ceramics.  
Responding to the Toronto Potters 21st Biennial 
theme of Flux, pieces in this series invite questions: 
What does or did the form contain? Is this artifact a 
beginning or the end of a life-form? Compositional 
movement is implied, in or out of the form, through 
the orifice. Ambiguity of meaning bewilders the 
imagination. Created in 2019 and entitled Buoy, the 
pieces connote the form of a marker buoy that 
indicates dangerous waters ahead, reflecting our 
general unease with an uncertain future. 

About the Artist 
Susan Card established a studio in 1989 in Toronto, while studying ceramic design at Sheridan 
College, after completing degrees at University of Manitoba (B. H. Ec. - textiles, B.F.A. - painting). 
Card has participated in, curated or acted as a juror for over 150 exhibitions and published many 
articles about ceramics in local and international publications such as Ceramic Art and Perception 
(Australia), Ceramic Review (Britain), Neue Keramik (Germany), and FUSION Magazine (Canada). 
Card worked as part-time faculty in the School of Crafts and Design, Sheridan College, Oakville, 
ON;  concurrently, she taught pottery classes for the City of Toronto. Commissions include: 
adaptations of Japanese Edo period pottery for the Royal Ontario Museum and objects for two 
episodes of Museum Secrets (History Channel, 2011) and the Hollywood movie “The End of 
Summer” (1995). Card volunteers for the Collections Committee, Art Gallery of Burlington,  
Toronto Potters, and  Burlington Potters organizing programmes. She is a past Board member for 
Toronto Outdoor Art Fair and FUSION. In 2006, she opened DISH GALLERY + Studio in Toronto’s 
Distillery District to make and exhibit her work, as well as works by other Canadian ceramists. 

Susan Card
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My background in Geography and Environment influences my work, reflecting  
the beauty and balance of nature, often expressed in wildlife sculpture. My work is 
predominantly sculptural with occasional functional or decorative pieces, but I am 
also inspired by the human body to shape and create sculptural pieces that 
express and capture in time a “state of mind” or “the feeling”. 

My Biennial sculpture, In Quest of Survival, is intended to address environmental 
and socio-economic issues that affect all aspects of our world and are often 
caused by human activity. Having a background in research helped me learn 
various sculpting, glazing, and firing techniques and develop my style, while 
continuing to experiment and learn.

About the Artist 
Born in Saint Petersburg, Russia, Tanya Atkinson lived in 
Cyprus in the 1980s, and moved to Toronto in 1990. After 
completing an MA in Geography/Environmental Studies at  
the University of Toronto in 1995, she worked for several 
years in Abu Dhabi, UAE, where she started taking her first 
pottery classes. After returning to Toronto in 2003, she  
continued attending ceramic programmes in community  
centres. In 2011 Akinson established a studio in which 
she works full time.

Tanya Atkinson
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My work, which often incorporates floral designs, is influenced 
by the work of Georgia O’Keeffe and Tina Modotti.

About the Artist 
Valentina Guevara’s relationship with Mexico is like that of monarch  
butterflies – having a home in two places. She moved from Toluca,  
Mexico to Montreal over a decade ago, however she still maintains a deep 
connection to her Mexican roots. After earning her Bachelor of Fine Arts 
degree from Concordia University (2006) in Montreal and specializing in 
ceramics and painting, Valentina went on to further develop her skills  
while working at Mosaika Art & Design doing ceramics for public art. 

Valentina Guevara
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I coil walls of clay to contain an impression of my touch. Hollow within, the form 
carries the potential for still movement. Each coiled increment blends onto itself 
as an undulating rhythm of wordless motion carried along. Through imprints of 
my touch, the clay body has received a lasting effect, and each burnished stroke 
leaves a hint of gesture. With the capacity to imbed a trace of my hand, this  
ceramic sculpture contains the imprint of that interaction. 

About the Artist 
Wendy Lisa Nichol is a ceramic artist based in Toronto.  
She received a BFA in Drawing & Painting with a minor in 
Material Arts & Design from OCAD University in 2014. She 
has exhibited work at the Gardiner Museum and various 
group shows in Toronto, Ottawa, New York, and a solo 
show in Vernon BC. She continues to experiment with 
sculptural forms and functional wares utilizing different 
methods of hand building and surface design treatment. 

Wendy Lisa Nichol




